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One of the most interesting pairs of samplers in the collection are Elizabeth 
Bechtel’s and Regina Schultz’s, dating from 1833 and 1838 respectively.  
Elizabeth Bechtel was not Schwenkfelder, and hailed from Oley, Berks 
County, which is approximately 30 minutes’ drive from the northwestern 
reaches of Schwenkfelder settlement in Berks and Montgomery Counties.  
Elizabeth made her sampler under the tutelage of Sarah Boone in her Oley 
school.  

A few years later she married a young Schwenkfelder man named George 
Krauss, and must have brought her lovely sampler with her as it was 
copied (somewhat less skillfully) by her soon-to-be sister-in-law, Regina 
Schultz.     These band samplers are markedly out of step with their 
Schwenkfelder cousins,   as   they   show the infl uence of Miss Boone’s 
Quaker/English      heritage, with just a dash of Elizabeth’s and Regina’s 
Pennsylvania German roots.  

Elizabeth Bechtel 1833
detail
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